Epigenetic inheritance in mammals.
The epigenetic phenomena of genome imprinting and X-chromosome inactivation, found in mammals, both entail homologous genes or chromosomes behaving differently within the same cell. Although both have consequences for genic balance in the whole genome, in imprinting the control seems mainly at the single gene level, whereas in X-chromosome inactivation there is coordinated regulation of the whole chromosome, and single gene effects are relatively minor.